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SEND THIS GIFT IMMEDIATELY…

(              )

“Each morning I thank God I’ve lived  

through another night of terror.  I thank  

Him for the chance to serve Him  

where I am and bring glory to His name. 

I know I am here for ‘such a time as this.’”
– Christa Walker, PAOC missionary and teacher in Kenya

PLEASE RESPOND IMMEDIATELY – 

1,000’S OF KENYANS HAVE BEEN FORCED TO FLEE –

THEIR LIVES CONTINUE TO BE IN EXTREME DANGER.

<Org Name>
<Name>
<Address 1>
<Address 2>
<City>, <Prov>  <Postal Code>  <country>

<Constituent ID>

over, please...

April, 2008

Dear Friend,

As I write this letter my heart is heavy. The matter I must share with you is so troubling – yet I have hope that we can help 
make it better. 

Over 1,000 people have died in Kenya and more than 600,000 people are displaced as a result of the violence that’s swept  
the country since December’s controversial presidential election. Accusing re-elected President Mwai Kibaki’s government  
of fixing the vote, supporters of opposition party leader Raila Odinga took to the streets in protest.

Roads that once teemed with people in suits on their way to work and children on their way home from school were 
filled with machete-wielding mobs who set houses on fire and smashed windows in stores and offices.

Today, as the violence has settled into an uneasy peace, the remains of decimated buildings and demolished cars sit  
as ominous reminders of the fighting that ravaged this country just a few short weeks ago.

But destruction of private property is only a fraction of the damage. 

The political unrest in Kenya awakened slumbering tribal tension and the violence tragically turned to mindless slaughter.  
This is a news alert published during the peak of the conflict: 

Thinking the church would offer some safety from their attackers, the frightened mothers, fathers and children ran 
inside and barricaded the door. Many of them were already bleeding heavily from the beatings their attackers had 
unleashed on them with thick sticks, electrical cords, and knives. But the church building couldn’t protect them from the 
hatred of the mob. As the 400 Kikuyu tribe members sought refuge in a place that usually brings comfort, the political 
protestors outside set fire to the building. No longer a refuge of safety, the church had become a trap. 30 of those 
gathered inside died – many of them children. Those fortunate enough to escape were again beaten by the angry throng 
outside when they tried to confront them about what they had done.



My heart breaks for all those who died in this attack and for those who died in the many other attacks that happened around 
the country. It breaks for mothers, fathers and children who watched the people they love the most be massacred before  
their very eyes. It breaks for children like the little boy and girl who were taken in by a friend of Janice Foss, who is one of our 
missionaries. Janice writes:

They were left at the gate of her house a couple of weeks ago. No one has any idea where they belong. The five-year-old 
only knows they came from ‘far’ – he walked with his three-year-old sister on his back. He told us a very terrible and 
graphic story of how their parents were killed. He says their two older siblings ran away and left them – I’m sure they 
were running for their lives.

I can only try to imagine the terror these children experienced as they fled from their attackers. Sadly, more stories like this 
come into our office every day.

Our missionaries in Kenya tell us that the situation in the country is now quiet but strained. As the leaders of the two political 
parties engage in peace talks, uneasy calm has settled in the cities. But the work required to bring a sense of normalcy into this 
devastation has just begun.

So many people – like the children Janice wrote to tell us about – have experienced the terror of being driven from their 
homes in the night and watching people they love die. They must live the rest of their lives with these horrifying memories.

They are tired. They are afraid. They are wounded and traumatized. And, they need our help. 

I’m writing today to ask you to reach out with Christ’s love to the victims of this conflict. ERDO is already working through 
our missionaries and local churches to help the grieving families of those who were murdered. ERDO is also working with 
other major partners to reach out to some of the camps that house Internally Displaced People. 

Your gift today will help us reach those who are caught in the turmoil and fear. Whether you are able to give $100  
or $10,000, you bring critical emergency care to the victims of this violent outbreak. Your gift will provide food, shelter, 
clothing and medical attention for those who have lost their homes and have nowhere safe to go.

But most importantly, your gift brings the thing the people of Kenya need most at this troubled time: the peace of Jesus that 
can help this fragile nation learn how to reconcile and forgive. It’s going to take time, but I truly believe healing can happen. 
And I thank God that our missionaries are already on the field, ready to help their friends and neighbours and bring them 
God’s comfort in their sorrow.

As one of our missionaries in Kenya writes, “we are here for such a time as this.”

Thank you for your compassionate, quick response to this troubling situation in Kenya. Please remember to pray for the 
Kenyan people – for their hatred to subside, for the peace talks to bring a decisive end to the violence, and for forgiveness and 
healing to begin.

I also ask that you remember our missionaries on the field. We thank God they have all been kept safe during the crisis and 
we ask that you pray for their continued safety as they minister to those who are hurting.

We trust our Heavenly Father for His perfect peace to descend.

Sincerely, 

Kelvin Honsinger,
Executive Director

P.S. �Please don’t wait to respond. Kenyans who’ve lost their homes and family members in the conflict need our help immediately.  
In the midst of their confusion and turmoil your gift will bring the comfort of Jesus Christ that they so desperately need.

PLEASE RESPOND IMMEDIATELY – 
1,000’S OF KENYANS HAVE BEEN 
FORCED TO FLEE – THEIR LIVES 
CONTINUE TO BE IN EXTREME DANGER.


